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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Friends
On behalf of AAiPS executive committee, I wish you all a...
Happy New Year!
I would like to thank the executive
committee and the membership of the AAiPS for
the opportunity to serve them for 2008. We had a
very successful year including the Annual Meeting
in Atlanta.
AAiPS has a strong following and great
roots. We should continue to build on this heritage,
by working hard to bring in new members and
finding ways to keep the interest of our life
members. My goal in 2009 will be to bring a little
more energy and structure to the membership
committee.
I am grateful to both new and old sponsors
for their support for making 2008 a great year. In

the last few years AAiPS has done an excellent job
of expanding our sponsorship.
Finally, I would like to thank the very
hardworking and dedicated executive and working
committees for their continued support. The
executive committee is looking for volunteers to
help in several of the AAiPS committees. I urge you
to please come forward and volunteer.
Please feel free to contact me with your
suggestions and ideas.
Vijai Kumar

For
Training Programs
And
Consulting Needs
CONTACT:

CHRAI ASSOCIATES, INC.

16 BODINE DRIVE, CRANBURY, NJ 08512
Voice: (609) 655 2573; Cell: (609) 462-6845
Fax: (609) 655 2573; E-mail: schrai@att.net
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REGIONAL MEETING UPDATES
SEPTEMBER 25, 2008
NEW JERSEY
-Punit Marathe
Dr. Shawn Kucera, an application scientist
from Degussa (Evonik) spoke at the 3rd regional
meeting of the year for the New Jersey Chapter. Dr.
Kucera joined Evonik-Degussa in January 2008 as a
Senior Applications Scientist in the Pharma
Polymers Division in support of the EUDRAGIT®
line of pharmaceutical polymers. He has over 6
years of experience in the design and formulation of
film-coated solid oral dosage forms.
Dr. Kucera spoke on the subject of Alcohol
influence on drug release-concepts for rugged
formulations. Due to their chemical nature, various
excipients utilized in the formulation of sustained
release dosage forms, as well as active ingredients,
possess a solubility that is higher in the presence of
ethanol than in aqueous-based media alone. The
increased dissolution rate of these materials can
lead to an uncontrolled, rapid release of the drug,
also known as “dose dumping.” Currently, the
Food and Drug Administration has defined
protocols for examining “food-induced” dosedumping; however, a suitable method to investigate
the effect of alcohol in this phenomenon has not
been solidified.
Dr. Kucera’s presentation discussed the
challenges of formulating sustained-release solid
oral dosage forms that are resistant to ethanolinduced dose dumping and the possible impacts
ethanol may have on bioavailability. Also, case
studies were presented which examined the effect of
ethanol on the in vivo/in vitro behavior of dosage
forms currently available.
The presentation was followed by a lively
discussion on the concepts presented. The
importance of understanding the end-use of any
particular formulation and presence of relevant
excipients and polymers was underscored before
applying the general broad principals.
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FUNNY QUOTES
A short history of medicine.
I have a sore throat.
2000 BC : "Eat this root"
1200 AD : "That root is heathen, say this prayer."
1500 AD : "That prayer is superstition, drink this
elixir."
1800 AD : "That elixir is snake oil, Take this pill."
1900 AD : "That pill is ineffective, Take this
antibiotic."
2000 AD : "That antibiotic is artificial, Here, why
don’t you eat this root?"

AAiPS ANNUAL MEETING
NOVEMBER 19, 2008
ATLANTA
-Uday Doshi
On Nov 19, The American Association of
Indian Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAiPS) held its
annual meeting in Atlanta; as usual the meeting was
organized to coincide with the AAPS national
meeting. Coincidentally this 20th annual meeting of
AAiPS occurred in the same city where 20 years
ago the organization as it is known today was
started. This year the AAiPS dinner meeting was
attended by nearly 300 participants, all of them
involved with the pharmaceutical industry in some
way or form, a significant number of attendees were
from the pharmaceutical and related industries,
academic institutions, and the various other related
organizations. The AAiPS dinner is the premier
networking opportunity for alumni of Indian
Universities to catch up with class mates, from back
home in India, graduate programs here in the states,
or with co-workers from previous places of
employment and for building future relationships.
Over the years the association has invited
leaders of the industry and academia to address the
annual meeting, speakers from India have included
Mr. Ajit Singh, Managing Director of Associated
Capsules, Dr. Parvinder Singh (Ranbaxy), Habil
Khorakiwal (Wockhardt),
Des Bandhu Gupta
(Lupin) and Dilip Sanghvi (Sun Pharma).
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At this year’s meeting the Chief Guest was Dr.
Prakash Mody, Chairman and Managing Director of
Unichem Laboratories Ltd. Unichem is a leading
pharmaceutical company with headquarters in
Mumbai and has a global presence. Dr. Mukund
Yelvigi past president of AAiPS introduced the
chief guest. Dr. Mody spoke on the growth in
R&D and outsourcing opportunities in India. In his
presentation he projected that by 2011 global
outsourcing of contract manufacturing for both
formulations and API will reach close to 40 billion
dollars; in the same timeframe outsourcing of the
discovery and clinical research will be close to 33
billion dollars.
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gave examples of how his own company Unichem
is aspiring to become a Global Pharmaceutical
Company, leveraging its manufacturing prowess,
R&D strength, Quality leadership world class talent,
a cost advantage and a showcase of environmental
responsibility. Unichem has recently made
significant investments in R&D infrastructure for
example its Bio-sciences facility in Goa dedicated
to the development of Bio-similar products by
recombinant DNA technology. The company is
willing and ready to provide opportunities for
individual scientist to participate in this growth.
The audience was very appreciative of Dr.
Mody, taking the time from his busy schedule to
address the associations meeting. Dr. Vijai Kumar,
President of AAiPS thanked Dr. Mody for his
presentation and presented him with a plaque on
behalf of the association. Dr. Patrick DeLuca
professor in the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences
at the University Of Kentucky College Of
Pharmacy was the guest of honor at the meeting and
also addressed the gathering.

Chief Guest Dr. Prakash Mody, Chairman and
Managing Director of Unichem Laboratories Ltd..
Addressing the annual meeting.

The Indian pharmaceutical industry is
operating in a number of these key opportunity
segments, such as contract manufacturing, contract
research, and clinical research and in the emerging
area of Innovation. A majority of Indian
pharmaceutical companies are now focused on NCE
research, with over 52 molecules in different stages
of development from pre-clinical development to
phase III stage. India is building on its strength such
as the availability of a large skilled workforce; a
cost competitive research base and large number of
FDA approved plants, and is poised for major
growth in the pharmaceutical sector. Dr. Mody was
passionate and frank in his presentation contrasting
the current status of the MNC and the strong
position of the Indian pharmaceutical sector. He

Guest of Honor, Patrick DeLuca, introduced by
President Vijai Kumar.

AAiPS AWARDS
AAiPS has instituted several awards that
were presented at the annual meeting; these awards
are meant to recognize the outstanding
achievements and scientific contributions of number
of individuals who have shown exemplary
contributions to Pharmaceutical Sciences.
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Dr. Vijay Tammara, Director of Global strategic
regulatory development at Merck co. inc. and Dr.

AAiPS

Oct – Dec. 2008

Newsletter

National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and
Research (NIPER), Mohali Punjab. Four graduate
student scholars were also recognized for their
work, this award comes with a $ 500 scholarship to
each winner. The winners were Pooja Chandna: The
State University of New Jersey, Piscataway, NJ.
Mohan Bommana: St. John’s University, Jamaica,
New York. Jasmine Gupta: University of
Sciences in Philadelphia, PA. and Payal Agarwal;
St. John’s University, Jamaica, New York.

Dr. Vijay Tammara, Director of Global strategic
regulatory development at Merck was awarded the
Distinguished Scientist Award

Michael Repka, Chair and Associate Professor of
Pharmaceutics and Research Associate Professor of
RIPS at the University of Mississippi were awarded
the Distinguished Scientist Award.
The AAiPS team with the Chief Guest Dr. Mody.

PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE ANNUAL
MEETING

Dr. Michael Repka, Chair and Associate Professor
of Pharmaceutics and Research Associate Professor
of RIPS at the University of Mississippi

A special award was instituted in 2007 for
Pharmaceutical faculty member from a recognized
Indian pharmacy education and research center. The
award this year presented to Dr. Arvind Bansal,
professor and head Dept. of Pharmaceutics,
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academy of the Sciences, Shanghai Institute of
Chemistry and the National Institutes of Health.

AAIPS THANKS ITS SPONSORS

Diamond Sponsor
Pharmaceutics International Inc.
Platinum Sponsor
BASF
Gold Sponsors
Aqualon, Associated Capsules, Capsugel - Pfizer,
Inc., Cetero Research, Chrai Associates, Inc.,
Colorcon, Dow Wolff Cellulosics,
Evonik Degussa Pharma Polymers,
FMC Biopolymer, Frontage Labs, Gattefosse USA,
Glatt Air Techniques, Inc., Globe Pharma,
JRS Pharma, K.W. Tunnell Consulting, Inc.,
Mutchler Chemicals, Penwest, Taro,
The Quantic Group
Silver Sponsors
BioPharm, Contract Pharma, Drug Delivery
Technology, DMV,Global Leadership Solutions,
International Specialty Products, Patheon,
Pharmaceutical Technology, Thomas Engineering,
Tris Pharma

ADVERTISEMENT RATES

RECOGNITIONS
Dr. Rao S. Rapaka, an active AAPS Member
and AAiPS Life Member, and Chief, Chemistry &
Physiological
Systems
Research
Branch,
DBNBR/NIDA/NIH received
the Life Time
Research Achievement Award of the International
Symposium on Organic Synthesis and Drug
Development at Nanjing University, Nanjing,
China. Dr. Aron Ciechanover Nobel Laureate in
Chemistry from the of Technion-Israel Institute of
Technology, Israel, presented the award to Dr.
Rapaka. The international symposium was
sponsored by the Nanjing University, Chinese

The rates of advertisement for the AAiPS
newsletter are as follows:
One year (four issues):
$1000 full page, $500 half page, $250 quarter page
One time (one issue):
$400 full page, $200 half page, $100 quarter page.
Contact: Mukund Yelvigi, myelvigi@hotmail.com
No advertisements under a quarter page

AAiPS OFFICE BEARERS FOR
2008-2009

President: Vijai Kumar
Vice President: Dr. Mohan Kabadi
Secretary: Dr. Punit Marathe
Treasurer: Ramesh Raikar
Immediate Past President: Mukund “Mike” Yelvigi
Past President: Dr. Suggy Chrai
Members-at-large: Dr. Pramod Chemburkar, Dr.
Sampat Singhvi, Chuck Bass
Metro DC Chapter Chair: Dr. Mehul Mehta
Newsletter Editor: Dr. Uday Doshi
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